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CONDITION
3T] Excellent D Good Q Fair
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1 I Deteriorated
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(Check One) 

D Moved jOt Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAU APPEARANCE

|Menehune Fishpond is located near the mouth of the Huleia 
River on the southeast coast of the "garden isle" of Kauai. 
This ancient fishpond, also known as Alekoko Pond, consists 
primarily of a stone faced dirt wall that runs for over 
900 yards and cuts off a large bend in the river for use as a 
fishpond. There is 50 yards of shallow swamp land between the 
west end of the wall and theshore. A dirt wall runs for 145 
yards whereupon the stone facing starts on the river side of 
the wall. The dirt wall is 5 feet above the water level, 
4 feet wide on top and the dirt slants up on both sides. The 
facing wall begins with a single row of stones and then become^ 
of, double Iptiickne.ss as it.gets further out into the river and 
the :, current, star t(s to,, become effective. The stones also 
become larger until the double layer is 2 feet thick. The 
stone facing on the outside is five feet high in most places 
and is quite perpendicular. The stones are very carefully 
fitted together; the stone facing runs for about two-thirds of 
the total length of the wall.\

In the 1940"s, after a tidal wave, the wall was repaired by 
the man who had the lease at the time. He put bags of cement 
in the weak spots and now longish "rocks" are visible where 
the bags deteriorated and the cement hardened.

Today the lush vegetation on the wall and banks of the pond 
and the calm blue waters of the Huleia River combine to make 
Menehune Fishpond an impressive sight, an ideal picture of ' f '-i i 
Polynesia. It is an important historical reminder of the past 
and a contemporary source of pride for the people of Kauai.

*/»
m 
rn



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

z 
o

H 
t/)

Z

UJ 

LU

PERIOD (Cftecft One or-More as Appropriate)

D Pre-CoJumlMan | D 16th Century 

|j~| I5*h Century I I T7th Century

K] ISth Century 

]g] 19th Century

(3C 20th Century

x Pre-contact

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCfeeefe O«e or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginai

12® Prehistoric

03 Historic 

E~j Agriculture 

{ I Architecture 

D Art 

[ { Commerce 

| | Communications 

I I Conservation

[ I Education 

I || Engineering 

I j industry 

I j Invention 

|[ Landscape

Architecture 

| j Literature 

13 Military 

Q Music

D

n 

n

a 
a

Political

Religion/Phi, 

losophy

Science

Sculpture

Socia I/Human 

itarian

Theater

Transportation

I I1 Urban Planning 

XX Other (Specify)

aguaculture

Menehune Fishpond is the most significant- fis-hpond-on-Kauai, 
both in Hawaiian legends and folklore and- in-the eyes-Kauai's

people today. It is so old that its construction is attributed 
to the Menehunes, a mythical people inhabiting Hawaii before 
the Hawwaiians arrived. Its antiquity makes it undoubedtly 
the oldest fishpond on Kauai and therefore it has an extEemely 
high research potential. Additionally, it is the best example 
of an inland fishpond in the entire state. Close to the major 
urban center on Kauai, the pond has high public visibility 
because of a road that runs along the slopes of the hill behind 
the fishpond/ The setting is beautiful and lush with trapical 
vegetation and a winding river, making it an idyllic area fd>r 
a historical park.
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BENNETT, WENDELL CLARK 
1931 Archaeology of Kauai. Bernice P. Bishop Museum 

Bulletin 80. Honolulu, Hawaii. Published by the Museum. 
1971 New York, Kraus Reprint Co.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State g] Local Q

_J7 ^-
Name^&st*^^*^ ^^3^>

W
Title Chairman and Member

Date March 3, 1972

STATE CODE

HAwaii 007

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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(A^AA^^ ct^f
Chief, Office of Archeology ancPHnstoric Preservation 

Date ^ff-fa
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