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Program 
Purpose

The State, Tribal, Local, Plans & Grants Division provides 
preservation assistance through several grant programs that 
support the preservation of America's historic places and 
diverse history. 

Historic Preservation Fund 
grants support historic 
properties and place-based 
identity, key components to the 
social and economic vitality of 
our communities.
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Iolani Palace, Honolulu, O‘ahu was awarded $500,000 through the Save America’s Treasures Program in 2021. 
Photo by Historic Hawai‘i Foundation.



NPS Grants

• Certified Local Governments
• Save America’s Treasures

• Paul Bruhn Historic 
Revitalization

• History of Equal Rights
• Underrepresented 

Communities

• Tribal Heritage

• Japanese American 
Confinement Sites

• Maritime Preservation Grants

• Native American Graves 
Protection & Repatriation Act

• American Battlefield 
Protection Program

Assist governments and organizations 
to record, document, repair, and 
protect properties, landscapes, 
traditional cultural practices, and 
archeological sites.
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Japanese American Citizens League of Hawai‘i, Honolulu Chapter was awarded $150,000 in 2021 to develop a video 
documentary about the forced removal of Hawai‘i AHAs during WWII. Photo: Gate at Sand Island Internment Camp c. 1942. 
Courtesy U.S. Army Museum of Hawai‘i.



Competitive grant program established for the preservation and 
interpretation of U.S. confinement sites where Japanese Americans were 
detained during World War II

◦ Up to $38 million has been authorized for the entire life of 
the grant program

◦ Roughly $3 million has been awarded each year since 2009 

◦ Applications typically due annually in November

◦ 2:1 Federal to non-Federal match required 

nps.gov/jacs



Maritime Preservation Grants

• Preservation and Education Grants

• Source of funding is scrapping of ships

• Approximately $1.3 million available in winter 2022
• Eligible applicants are States - interested grantees should partner 
with SHPO
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Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) Grants

◦ Available to Native Hawaiian 
organizations and museums to assist in 
consultation, documentation, and 
repatriation

◦ $1.9 million awarded annually; 
applications due in March

◦ Up to $100,000 for consultation or 
documentation projects

◦ Up to $15,000 for repatriation projects

◦ No match required 

nps.gov/nagpra2015 repatriation Honolulu Museum of Art 
to Tlingit tribe of Alaska



American Battlefield Protection Program: Preservation Planning Grants

 Funds stewardship activities: research, inventory & 
evaluation, planning, partnerships & visitor experience 
projects 

 Battlefields and sites of conflict from any period in 
American history

 No match required

 Available funding $1.198 million each year
 To date 6 projects worth a combined $384,600 have 

been awarded in Hawaii

 FY2022 announcement on grants.gov in December

 Eligible Applicants: 
 Tribal, State, and local governments
 Nonprofits including institutions of higher education

Nuʻuanu Pali - site of the 1795 Battle of Nu’uanu and a PPG funded project in 2017 

https://go.nps.gov/PPG



National Park Service 
Historic Preservation Fund



Historic Preservation Fund (HPF)
Non-competitive grant programs

• Think annual BLOCK grant!
• HPF Grants to fund State Historic Preservation Offices 

– Annual grants awarded to 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and 8 Territories 

– 10% of funding directed to Certified Local Governments 
($5million)

• HPF Grants to fund Tribal Historic Preservation 
Offices
– Annual grants awarded to over 207 Tribes



Hawaii Certified Local Governments



CLG Projects and Success Stories





Albany, GA  Art Contest
• Students choose a site more than 

50 years old and to do an art 
project around it

• Resulted in a lego version of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the oldest 
building in town!

The Little House Community 
Workbook
• Why communities change over 

time for 2nd grade through a story, 
illustrations and lesson plans 

• Partnership with VA SHPO



Finding Huntsville Activity Book
Huntsville, AL



Survey projects in Oklahoma



Colorado Disaster Surveys

Fourmile Canyon Fire, Colorado – 6,200 acres, 168 homes 



Boulder County, Colorado now leader disaster planning



Iowa: Hale Bridge Air Lift



Jones County Historic Preservation Commission

 Partnership between CLG, SHPO, 
DOT, DNR 

 Lifted in three sections by 
Chinook Helicopters and the 
Iowa National Guard

 Relocated to entry of 
Wapsipinicon State Park outside 
of Anamosa, Iowa

 Cost $450,000
 Part of a trail system for the park 

& hosts annual dinner on the 
bridge



Fort Madison, Iowa
•1986 Became a CLG
•1989 Preservation Study (CLG)
•1990 Survey of the City (CLG)
•1991 Preservation Plan (CLG)
•1998 Intensive Survey of Commercial District (CLG)
•2006 Commercial District NR Nomination (CLG)
•2006 Preserve America Community  designation
•2007 Santa Fe Passenger and Freight Complex Rehabilitation plan (Preserve 
America $20,000)
•2009 Rehabilitate (and raise) Complex to save from future flooding ($3.2 million)
•Support to conserve artifacts damaged in flooding (IMLS)
•2008 Survey of Old Town residential district (HRDP/SHPO
•2009 rejoined Main Street
•2011 Intensive Survey of Old Town district (HRDP/SHPO)
•2012 $500,000 in CDBG/HUD funding for Main Street facade improvements 
•Used small City funds and in-kind as match



go.nps.gov/HPF_IRMA



Historic Preservation Fund since 2014

African American: 
341

Asian 
American/Pacific 

Islander: 12

Native American: 
108

Latinx: 13
Women: 15

LGBTQ: 8

African American: Asian American/Pacific Islander: Native American: Latinx: Women: LGBTQ:



Historic Preservation Fund (HPF)
Competitive Grant Programs

 African American Civil Rights (AACR)
 Historic Black Colleges and Universities
 History of Equal Rights (HER)
 Underrepresented Communities (URC)
 Save America’s Treasures (SAT)
 Tribal Heritage Grants (THG)
 Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grants 
 Semi quincentennial



African American Civil Rights

 Grants to document, interpret, and 
preserve sites and stories related to the 
African American Civil Rights 
movement and sites of the 
transatlantic slave trade

 Projects types include preservation, 
and history projects (to include 
collections)

 Eligible applicants include States, 
Tribes, local governments, and non-
profit organizations

go.nps.gov/civilrightsgrant
16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham



African American Civil Rights

 Growing program
 FY2016 $8 million
 FY2017 $13 million
 FY2018 $13 million
 FY2019 $14.5 million
 FY2020 $15.5 million
 FY2021 $16.75 million

• No match required
• History – Minimum of $25,000 and 

maximum $500,000 Federal share
• Preservation – Minimum of $75,000 

and maximum $500,000 Federal share
• Applications due late fall go.nps.gov/civilrightsgrant

Leona Tate eing escorted to school in New Orleans



History of Equal Rights (HER)

 Grants to preserve sites related 
to all Americans struggle for 
equal rights

 No match required
 Preservation Projects

 FY2020 $2.5 million
 FY2021 $3.4 million

 Preservation projects range from 
$75 - $500,000

 Applications for pre-preservation 
work range from $15 - $50,000

 Applications due late fall

 Eligible applicants include States, Tribes, 
local governments, and non-profit 
organizations

go.nps.gov/civilrightsgrant
Paulsdale, Alice Paul’s Childhood Home



Underrepresented Communities (URC)
 Funds surveys of historic properties 

associated with underrepresented 
communities, as well as nominations to 
the National Register for specific sites

• $25-50,000 awards
• No match required

• FY2014 to 2019 $500,000
• FY2020 $750,000
• FY2021 $1 million

• Grants range from $15 – 50,000
• FY2021 Applications due January 11, 2022
• SHPOs, THPOs, CLGs may apply
• No match is requiredgo.nps.gov/urc

The Other Inn, Portland, Oregon



Save America’s Treasures
 Established as part of the millennium
 For the preservation and conservation of 

nationally significant buildings and 
collections in partnership with NEA, NEH, 
and IMLS 

 From 1999 to 2010 over 3,600 
applications requested $1.45 billion

 $300+ million to over 1,200 projects 
since 1999

 Projects funded in all 50 states, DC, and 
the territories 

Rehabilitation of the 780-feet of the Kaloko Fishpond Wall, 
Hawaii

go.nps.gov/sat



Save America’s Treasures
 Eligible applicants include states, tribes, local 

governments, and non-profits.
 1:1 nonfederal match required
 Since re-funded:

 FY2017 $5 million
 FY2018 $13 million
 FY2019 $13 million
 FY2020 $16 million
 FY2021 $25 million

 Collections – Minimum of $25,000 and maximum 
$500,000 Federal share

 Preservation – Minimum of $125,000 and maximum 
$500,000 Federal share

 Applications due December 14, 2021
 NPS manages building projects and IMLS manages 

collections projects

go.nps.gov/sat

Rosa Park’s Bus

Detroit, Michigan



Tribal Heritage
 Since 1990 more than $17 million has 

been awarded to over 460 Indian, 
Alaskan Native, and Native Hawaiian 
communities

 Grants to assist in protecting and 
promoting unique cultural heritage and 
traditions.

 Projects include: oral histories, survey 
and inventory, education, 
interpretation, and preservation

 No match required
 Grants range up to $50-60,000
 Applications for at least $500,000 due 

winter 2022

go.nps.gov/tribalheritage

Hula Preservation Society discussing a series of photos of the Alama Hula 
Studio taken at the Nā Hula Festival, an annual community event on the 
island of Oʻahu that was established by the City & County of Honolulu in 

1940, canceled for the first time in 2020



Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grants

 Physical preservation of NRHP listed 
and eligible sites that can encourage 
economic development

 Awarded as block grants to be 
subgranted
 FY2018 $5 million
 FY2019 $5 million
 FY2020 $7.5 million
 FY2021 $7.5 million

Vale, Oregon

go.nps.gov/revitalization



go.nps.gov/revitalization

Elkin, North Carolina
• Eligible Applicants: SHPOs, THPOs, Nonprofits, CLGs
• Grants range from $200,000 - $750,000
• No match required
• Funds must be spent in rural areas – fewer than 50,000 as 

defined by the Census
• Next Application winter 2022

Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grants



Semi quintennial Grants
 “Restore and Preserve State-owned 

sites and structures listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places 
that commemorate the founding of 
the nation.”

 Eligible applicants include states, 
tribes, local governments, and non-
profits

 No match required
 FY2021 $10 million

 Due Spring 2022

go.nps.gov/stlpg
Old State House, site of the Boston 
Massacre



Thinking about applying?

1. Start Early, Start Early, Start Early!!
2. Register for ALL the systems EARLY! Sam.gov especially.
3. Is your project eligible? Logical next step?
4. Are you using the current application form?  Oops!
5. 2+2=5? Check math, proofread, review – don’t be the only 

eyes!
6. Less is more but don’t assume knowledge, tell the story.
7. Good photos but bad photos!
8. Deadlines – they’re not just suggestions, they are real!
9. Not funded?  Get your comments and try again.
10. Good grantees often get funded again, and again…..!

Youtube help: HHPreserveIt NPS

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQtHTIsXyd3VuIfNcQ8agUg/videos


Timelines, 
Funding & 
Reporting

 All Federal grants must be posted on Grants.gov for 60 days
 Some may be posted longer, occasionally shorter
 Some systems take up to 4 weeks to sign up for – SAM, DUNs, etc.

 STLPG plans 120 days minimum to move through the award 
selection process
 Don’t plan to start your project until 6 months past the deadline
 Be award that approvals may push that back

 HPF Funds are obligated through a grant agreement that is 
signed within GrantSolutions.
 Funds are dispersed to grantees through ASAP (program of US 

Treasury)
 Most grants are reimbursable, unless an advance is approved

Most grants require interim reporting every 6 months
 This include a narrative and financial SF-425
 Final reports are due 120 days past end date
 CLG grants report to the SHPO

Deadlines to Apply

When Grants are Announced

How Funds are Provided

Sharing Outcomes and Impact
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Resources

STLPG Bulletins – want to know more?  Sign up at STLPG@nps.gov

Program Information

Links

Tutorials

Other References and Information
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Youtube help: HHPreserveIt NPS

www.nps.gov/STLPG
202-354-2020 | STLPG@nps.gov

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQtHTIsXyd3VuIfNcQ8agUg/videos


Discussion
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