
The Real Property Assessment Division (RPAD) provides general information regarding real property tax assessments.  RPAD 
does not give legal or other professional advice, and persons with specific inquiries regarding ownership, real property tax law
and the appraisal process are urged to consult with an attorney or appropriate professional.

Real Property Tax Exemption
Revised Ordinances of Honolulu Sec. 8-10.30

Historic Commercial Real Property
Dedication for  Preservation
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Program Topics

• Which structures are eligible to apply
• Conditions for participation: structural condition, 

maintenance plan, public view, signs
• Recapture provisions if conditions are not met
• Administrative information on how to participate in 

the program



Properties Eligible to Apply

• Has been placed on either the National or Hawaii Register 
of Historic Places after January 1, 1977

• Commercial property means properties classified for real 
property tax purposes as commercial and excludes 
properties classified for real property tax purposes as hotel 
and resort or industrial

• National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
determines which structures are eligible to apply



Conditions for Participation

• Public provided reasonable visual access
• Maintained in accordance with maintenance agreement 

approved by the Director of Budget & Fiscal Services 
(BFS)

• RPAD or its designee shall be granted a right of entry to 
inspect the property

• Maintenance agreement (or short form) shall be recorded in 
Bureau of Conveyances and/or filed in Land Court

• Copy of the recorded maintenance agreement (or short 
from) shall be returned to RPAD



Maintenance Plan

• Property maintained in accordance with a maintenance 
agreement  approved by director, in consultation with state 
historic preservation division, nonprofit historic 
preservation organizations and Director of Planning & 
Permitting

• Minimum period of 10 years, automatically renewable for 
an unlimited number of additional 10-year periods

• Owners forfeit the right to change the use of the owner’s 
exempted property

• Public View-reasonable visual access, no signs necessary



SAMPLE 





Recapture Provisions

• If conditions are not met
• Cancel exemption retroactive to the date of the dedication, 

and all differences in the amount of taxes that were paid 
and those that would have been due but for the exemption 
allowed by this section shall be payable together with 
interest at 12 percent per annum from the respective dates 
that these payments would have been due, provided the 
provision in this subsection shall not preclude the county 
from pursuing any other remedy to enforce the covenant on 
the use of the land
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Upon determining that the owner has failed to observe the restrictions of the covenant, the director shall cancel the exemption retroactive to the date of the dedication, and all differences in the amount of taxes that were paid and those that would have been due but for the exemption allowed by this section shall be payable together with interest at 12 percent per annum from the respective dates that these payments would have been due, provided the provision in this subsection shall not preclude the county from pursuing any other remedy to enforce the covenant on the use of the land



Tax Benefit

• 50 percent of value of that real property or portion 
thereof that is designated as a historic site shall be 
exempt from real property taxes

• Petition filed with director by September 1st of any 
calendar and shall be approved or disapproved by 
December 15th of such year.  If approved, the 
exemption shall be effective July 1st of the 
immediately following tax year



Sample





Checklist
• Petition to Dedicate Historic Commercial Real Property 

For Preservation (BFS-RP-P-99)
• Signature from State Historic Preservation Office, State of 

Hawaii, Department of Land & Natural Resources (DLNR) 
certifying property has been placed on National or Hawaii 
Register of Historic Places after January 1, 1977

• Copy of recorded Historic Commercial Property 
Maintenance Agreement

• Tax map or Plot plan showing property boundaries, 
location of the building(s) and land to be dedicated

• All owners must sign the petition



Contact Information
Real Property Assessment Division 

Phone Number (808) 768-3799

www.realpropertyhonolulu.com 
for general information

www.realpropertyhonolulu.com/forms/
for (historic) forms

Honolulu Office
842 Bethel Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Kapolei Office
1000 Uluohia Street #206

Kapolei, HI 96707



Mahalo
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