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Would you say that our state government is run by 
a few big interests looking out for themselves, or 
that it is run for the benefit of all people? (2017)
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Over the past year or so, how often have you been 
involved in a community project or attended a 
public meeting?
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What can be done?



Suggestion #1:
We need more civic education

National Assessment of Educational Progress (Levine and Kawashima-Ginsberg 2017)



• Not enough:  Hawai‘i requires one semester; 
no mandatory assessment of skills

• Civic education works!  Strong evidence 
that civics education closes the gap in civic 
knowledge among immigrants and the 
disadvantaged

• Some improvement: “Participation in a 
Democracy” now focused on taking “informed 
action” 



Suggestion #2:
Our online public spaces should be 
as welcoming as our physical ones











Suggestion #3:
We need more deliberative engagement
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• Learn and exchange perspectives with 
other participants and officials  

• Deliberative process aims toward 
agreement and consensus building

• Possibilities:  Citizens’ juries, deliberative 
collaboration 


