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Founded in 1974, Historic Hawai‘i Foundation is a 
membership-based, statewide non-profit 

organization that encourages the preservation of 
historic buildings, sites, objects and districts relating 

to the history of Hawai‘i.
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Thomas Square, 1843
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ca 1950  (Hawai‘i State Archives)
Preparation for Gala Parade (Hawai‘i State Archives)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The legacy of public parks began  175 years ago, when in July 1843, King Kamehameha III gave the people of HI a parcel of land commemorating where restoration ceremonies had taken place.  The king named the site  “Thomas Square” after Rear Admiral Thomas for his role in restoring the sovereignty of the Hawaiian Kingdom. This parcel was the first public park in HI.  Initially Planted in oats, then overgrown1882- Legis appropriated $$ for park improvements.   Princess Kaiulani’s father , Archibald Scott Cleghorn and Robert Sterling laid out the 6.5 acre park with circles and half circles, walks, planting beds.  Cleghorn brought in Banyan Trees from his home in Waikiki



Thomas Square, 1843
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1925, a Joint Resolution of Legislature set Thomas Square aside as a public park and placed it under management of the Park Board and C&C.   Remains so today.1932  Construction completed of formal design by LA firm Thompson & Thompson  - included the fountain, circular walls , and radial coral pathways.



Thomas Square, 1843
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Memorial plaques and small scale features denote the history of the parkThe comfort station by Tom Wells dates to 1966 and other landscape design changes by George Walters also date to this period.
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Kapi‘olani Park, 1877

(Hawai‘i State Archives, nd).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At a much larger scale, our 2nd park was a 300-acre Regional parkIn 1870s, King Kalakaua was charged with finding a site for horse racing, and chose this site at base of Diamond Head.Dedicated as public park in 1877.Cleghorn involved here too – he planned the park’s landscaping, including the ironwood trees
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Playground Movement in Hawai‘i, 1896 – 1930s
Free Kindergarten and Children’s Aid Association
• A‘ala Park (1900-1904)
• Smith & Beretania Playground (1911)
• Kamāmalu
• Atkinson

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Honolulu experience with public playgrounds and parks followed the National pattern. The most early proponent of Playgrounds in HI was the Free Kindergarten and Children’s Aid Association.Some docs indicate that the first public playground was established in 1911 in heart of Chinatown at Smith and Beretania, HOWEVER...According to 1896 Pacific Commercial Advertiser article, the Free Kindergarten Association was urging the government to transform  half of filled land near King street as a park and other half as children’s playground.
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‘A‘ala Park, ca 1904

Parade, ca 1951-52Baseball 1915, postcard from “Streetcar Days in Honolulu,” 

Honolulu Advertiser 3/2002; photo courtesy of MacKinnon Simpson

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This site was called a park by 1900, but wasn’t sufficiently filled and vegetated until about 1904.    surrounded by dense housing, tenements; immigrants.A 1907 article about Aala really sums up the goals of Playground  Movement:“Of all the parks and public places in Honolulu, there is not one which so well serves so many people as Aala park. Its good influence is incalculable.  As an institution for conserving the public peace it is unrivaled.  It is better than policeman.  As giving opportunity for wholesome physical exercise, there is nothing to compare with it.Day or night within reasonable hours,  it is never unoccupied.  In the forenoon it is the playground of children.  At noon and afternoon, youth and young men are there in numbers practicing baseball or other sports. In the evening, ordinarily, it is the rendezvous of people of all ages .  Children come with their elders to play.  The elders come to gossip, to meet friends or acquaintances, or to make them.  Youth comes for all the purposes for which youth meet.There are no popular gatherings anywhere in the city, or the islands, that equal in numbers those of Aala park. It is the People’s playground of the city, par excellence.  “
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Honolulu Recreation Commission, 1922

Playground at Atkinson Park, Kaka‘ako, 1916

City established a Recreation 
Commission with Julie Judd Swanzy
(president of the Free Kindergarten 
Association) as Commission Chair

Kindergarten Association turned its 
4 playgrounds over to the City. 
Another 5 playgrounds opened in 
other urban areas.

Recreation Commission merged 
with the Parks Board in 1946

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Largely through the Free Kindergarten Association’s efforts, a Recreation Commission was established within the City Govt in 1922.   Julie Judd Swanzy,  president of the Assoc, was named as Commission’s Chair.The Kindergarten Assoc turned its 4 playgrounds – Aala,  Beretania,  Kamamalu and Atkinson  – over to the City  and opened 5 new playgrounds in other urban areas.Atkinson was just a block or so from Mother Waldron Playground in Kaka‘ako .
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Honolulu Park Board & Territorial Park Board, 1930s
New Deal

• Federal  Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) 

• Civil Works Administration (CWA)

• Works Progress Administration (WPA)

• National Youth Administration (NYA)

Payroll line at Ala Moana (Hawai‘i State Archives) Construction of Banyan Court (Hawai‘i State Archives)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During 1930s, the City created a stunning set of parks and playgrounds.City centralized its parks and playgrounds under the Honolulu Park Board in 1931, which put them in good position to take advantage of Federal assistance that was made available  after 1933 through New Deal Programs  – Some provided mostly manpower, rather than funding.   Other programs provided funding for playground directors to staff the new playgrounds.In response to the apparent indifference and/or political expediency with which the city’s parks were largely treated, a group of citizens headed by Lester McCoy succeeded in having the 1931 Territorial Legislature form a Park Board to guide the City and County of Honolulu’s park affairs.  At first the Board served solely in an advisory capacity, but the members realized that unless they controlled park finances they were powerless to carry out their envisioned programs. In 1935 the Territorial Legislature redefined the Park Board to make it practically an independent entity with complete control of all park matters, including finances
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Preliminary Plan for the Park Board, 1931 
by Catherine Jones Richards and Robert Thompson  

Ala Moana Park, 1934 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You’re all very familiar with this entirely manmade , landmark  beach parkCreated on land purchased by City in 1928, even though City had been using it as garbage dump since turn of century.    Idea of a park here is traced to 1920s and interest in city beautification – especially by those involved in Outdoor Circle.Louise Dillingham, pres of Outdoor Circle,  was outspoken proponent and fashioned some of the initial ideas for park’s form.1931, Parks Board hired Catherine Jones Richards and Robert Thompson to plan the park.Their proposal created 2 lagoons and wide open spaces separated by dense masses of vegetation.   Included range of active recreational features  (tennis, baseball, volleyball, children’s  pool, playground, picnic spots, a bridle path,    shaded Shoreline promenade    but no beachPark today Retains broad essence of this original design.
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Early Construction, 1932 (Hawai‘i State Archives)  

Ala Moana Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early Construction,  1932Beginning of dredging lagoon
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(Hawai‘i State Archives)

Ala Moana Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Construction -  mid 30s??LagoonsShoreline PromenadeSmall boat harbor
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Ala Moana Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1933, architect Harry Sims Bent was retained by Park Board chair (McCoy) to update the Richards and Thompson plan.   Designed  buildings and other structures….Entrance – dedicated by President RooseveltBridgeSports pavilionBanyan courtyard 
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Harry Sims Bent, Honolulu Park Architect

Major Parks
• Ala Moana Park
• Mother Waldron 

Playground
• Kawānanakoa

Playground
• Hale‘iwa Beach Park
• Ala Wai Park 

Clubhouse

Design elements:
• Angular zigzags
• Curvilinear shapes
• Repetitive patterns
• Smooth concrete surfaces
• Flat roof lines
• Open pergolas
• Influenced by Art Deco and 

Moderne design styles
• Incorporated playfulness 

into sturdy, utilitarian 
structures

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1933, Honolulu Park Board Chairman, Charles Lester McCoy, employed Harry Sims Bent as Park Architect.      Bent came to Honolulu to supervise construction of Hono Academy of Arts for the NY firm of Bertram Goodhue and Assoc.It’s Bent’s work that give the 1930s parks their architectural distinctiveness. His designs remain unique. The presence of both angular “zigzags” and curvilinear shapes in Bent’s parks reflect the influence of the Art Deco and Moderne design stylesHe used repetitive patterns with imagination;  simple smooth concrete surfaces,  typically flat roof lines,  open pergolas.  Incorporates playfulness into sturdy utilitarian structures.Honolulu’s Art Deco Parks are relatively flat, open, landscaped areas defined by a few major trees and modest structures.  Usually have a wall around them.  Structures built from range of masonry materials,  incl  brick, concrete, coral sandstone, lava rock and boulder concrete.
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(K. Kido, 2014)Roosevelt Portal Dedication
(State Archives) 

Ala Moana Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Four identical , 15’ tall, concrete portals of curved and angular shapes, scalloped walls.  Original balance and symmetry of the design has been thrown off by altered traffic patterns
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K. Kido, 2014

Bridle Path Bridge

(Hawai‘i State Archives) 

Ala Moana Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bridge was a Civil Works Admin projectDesigned as equestrian bridge over the canal between the two lagoons. Canal is excellent example of era rock work2-span arched bridge, semi-circular form and inclined approaches.
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Banyan Court and Sports Pavilion, 1935            (State Archives)

Ala Moana Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Oblique photoBanyan Court and Sports Pavilion in 1935Waterfront promenade
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(State Archives) 

Sports Pavilion
Ala Moana Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Largest structure in the park;  modest, stucco walled structure , at ‘Ewa end of  the Banyan Courtyard  Open structure with two mirrored wings on each end and is supported by square columns. 
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Banyan Courtyard  

(State Archives) (K.Kido, 2014)

Ala Moana Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Features 6 intricately detailed planters with benches, 4 of which contain banyan trees,  surrounded by exotically shaped  reflecting pools.Paved with coral stone flaggingContains two Marguerite Blasingame sculptures in marble.In 1975, the McCoy Pavilion was built at the diamond Head side of the courtyard.
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Ala Moana Park 

Tennis Courts (State Archives) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Designs for tennis changed over the years, The original 1931 plan had them placed throughout the park.1936 plan shows 12 courts in blocks of 3 along the long side of Sports Pavilion and Banyan Courtyard, providing symmetry. Today there are 10 courts, blocks of 5, but not the planned symmetry. 
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Central Pavilion  Zigzag brick wall  

Mother Waldron Playground, 1937

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rich history in midst of Kakaako.�
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Kawānanakoa Playground, 1937 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1928, City acquired 2.4 acs along Nuuanu AveKawananakoa Jr High (now Intermed)  opened in 1930 on adjacent site The Park Board approved Bent’s design in 1936 and FERA labor used for construction.  Opened to public in 1937.Historic Characteristics of park includeCurved, poured concrete perimeter wall with zigzag along the top – his way of accommodating the existing monkeypod trees that  lined the Nuuanu and Kuakini Street edges into his designWall endposts are a variety of circular shapesFive banyan trees separate the paved courts from the open ball fields
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Built-in benches
Boulder concrete comfort station

Kawānanakoa Playground 

Lava rock terrace wall

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This boulder concrete  comfort station is original,   but gable roof replacement doesn’t relate in shape or material to the original.On park side of perimeter wall,  between the curves,  Bent designed benches that combined poured-in-place concrete with precast concrete seats. 
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Blasingame Fountain 

Kawānanakoa Playground 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lava rock wall and concrete steps separate the school terrace from the park.On that terrace, and part of the NR Nomination, is the 1934 Blasingame fountain .The fountain has 5 bas-relief sculptures in a art deco style, depict scenes from ancient Hawaiian life.  Marguerite Blasingame was a prominent artist in Hawai‘i in 30s and 40s.
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Hale‘iwa Beach Park, 1938-39

(Kathleen Walling Fry)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1931, City purchased 12.7 acre site, but design and construction delayed and park didn’t officially open until 1939.   Originally named Waialua Beach Park,   Renamed Haleiwa Beach Park in 1948 at request of local residentsUnlike Bent’s other parks, this one is in a Rural  setting.Features low poured concrete walls along beach and the highway Pergola with columns reminiscent of those at Waldron, but these are concreteBenches with red tile caps like WaldronConcrete Pavilion (concession and bath house)The  overall design is more streamlined and less angular than his  urban parks.
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Ala Wai Clubhouse, 1937

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This 3.5 acre parcel at Kapiolani Blvd and McCully Street was the first developed section of Ala Wai Park. A Coral rock wall encloses the park on street sides, however McCully side rebuilt in 60s.Main structure is U-shaped, painted brick clubhouse with cedar shake shingle hipped roof.  Constructed as clubhouse for rowing clubs.Faces Ala Wai Canal,  with large central open space.Originally, the two wings were used to store canoes  (now enclosed) 



28

Irwin Park, 1931

1935  (U.S. Army Museum Hawaii) 1938 (USAMH)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One last urban park of 1930s era  -- although not designed for City and not by Bent.This 2-ac park was constructed by the Territory Harbors Commission   as part of Honolulu Waterfront Development project.    (Aloha Tower,   Piers 8-11)It’s an important public park and open space that was dedicated as such in 1931 by a Governors Executive Order.   Land donated by Helene Fagan as a memorial to her father William G Irwin, an influential businessman  in late 1800s.Original design by Richard Thompson, included evenly spaced rows of Monkeypod trees, five clusters of coconut trees, and open lawn.   Parking added by Army during WWII,  was expanded after war and remains.   But trees preserved. 
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Irwin Park

1951 
(USAMH)1950s                            Aviation.Hawaii.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Irwin Park in 1951Mature treesCars



World War II
Parks still suffered from “the profound displacement of war” 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public parks suffered heavily during World War II because after the bombing of Pearl Harbor the United States Army took over almost all of the parks on Oahu.  Thomas Square and Booth Park became camp sites; Kapiolani Park was used as a base yard; Kaaawa Beach Park was transformed into a jungle training headquarters; and Waimanalo was devoted to amphibious training. Hanauma Bay, which had already established itself as one of the most popular beach parks, became more so during the war as it was one of the few beaches unfettered by barbed wire. As late as 1947, the head of the City and County’s Board of Public Parks and Recreation noted their parks still suffered from “the profound displacement of war” (Annual Report, 1947, page 5). He noted that while it was feasible to paint out camouflage, remove barbed wire and bomb shelters, the recovery of living plants neglected for half a decade was a more difficult proposition. 



Post-War Park Development
As late as 1947, 85 of the Board’s 338 pre-war positions remained vacant.

Parks Department administered 101 properties encompassing over 2,000 
acres:

• 25 beach parks
• 38 playgrounds

• Foster Botanical Garden

• Koko Head Park, and
• 17 seventeen strips and triangles.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The largest park in the system, Koko Head Park encompassed 1,284.82 acres and included Koko Head, Koko Crater, and the Blowhole, all of which were undeveloped, although the latter was “visited by all tourists” (Ibid., page 22). The Board hoped to make Koko Head Park even larger by acquiring Kuapa lagoon and its surrounding area (Annual Report, 1947, page 23); however, this vision went unfulfilled and instead Henry Kaiser developed Hawaii Kai on these lands during the 1960s. 



Post-War Park Development

Hanauma Bay
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Lili‘uokalani Gardens

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1947 Koko Head Park did gain an additional 14.5 acres, as the 1946 tsunami wiped out the coastal highway past Blowhole. When the highway was relocated further inland the lands between the roadway and the ocean were turned over to the Parks Department to expand Koko Head Beach Park, which was also called Blowhole Beach and is now known as Sandy Beach. A part of the former highway was used for beach goers’ parking.  Other significant acquisitions made by the department included Liliuokalani Gardens with its Waikahalulu Falls, which was a gift from the Liliuokalani Trust, and Nanakuli Beach Park, which sat on former Hawaiian Homelands. The latter area had been taken over by the Army and developed during World War II as a recreation center, which the Army then turned over to the City and County in 1947. The Board of Public Parks and Recreation recognized the value and scarcity of ocean front property, and over the period 1947-1959 the number of beach parks and ocean areas under the Board’s control doubled. 



Post-War Park Development
Zoo 

Following the conclusion of World War II 
a gift of animals to the city included:

• an elephant,
• a Bacteran camel, 

• a pair of chimpanzees,

• two monkeys, and
• a pair of axis deer
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This gift led to the formation of the present Honolulu Zoo, which was made a separate division under the Public Parks and Recreation Board. Fifty acres of Kapiolani Park on the Ewa side of Monserrat Avenue were set aside for the zoo, which incorporated the former bird park.  In May 1963 a new entrance to the zoo, designed by Alfred Preis, was completed. “This attractive structure” replaced a temporary wooden building that had been in use since 1949 (Annual Report 1961-1962, page 8). “The new building has a Hawaiian style roof and is to be made of materials designed to blend into the setting provided by three huge spreading banyan trees at the front area of the zoo” (Ibid., page 9).  Two years later the zoo received a new restroom (1965) designed in a modern Hawaiian style.



Post-War Park Design
Pre-War:

• Conventional planting 
schemes, intertwining natural 
features and more formal 
plantings

• Formal gardens and features

• Naturalist oases
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Post-War:

• Active centers for recreation. 

• Use of tropical plants and the continued 
exploration of new plant materials.

• Increasingly informal gardens, abandoning the 
more maintenance-ridden formal features of 
earlier times.

• More hardscape features, including concrete 
planters, paved walkways and usable space 



Post-War Park Development

35

Nu‘uanu Valley

Pavilion at Ala Wai Park

Kahana Bay

Lili‘uokalani Gardens

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Park Department reorganization in 1959 was as “a period of explosive growth” (Annual Report, 1963-64, page 1). The Capital Improvement Project (CIP) budgets exceeded four million dollars every year, allowing  the construction of comfort stations and other facilities at a multiplicity of parks, including beach parks such as Waimanalo (1964), Mokuleia (1964), Pokai Bay (1964),  Hanauma Bay (1965), Kahana Bay (Robert Law, 1965), Maili (1965), Waialae Beach Park (1965), Kualoa (1966), Sandy Beach (1967), Waimea Bay (1967), and five Leeward beaches (1967).



Post-War Park Development
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Swanzy Beach ParkKualoa Beach Park Punalu‘u Beach Park

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Several park buildings employed a Hawaiian style as signified by a broad double pitched hipped roof. These include the comfort station at Kunewai Neighborhood Park (1948), the field house at Kamehameha Park (1949), and the pavilion at Waianae’s Herbert K. Pililaau Park (1955), all designed by Ray Morris.City and County Parks and Recreation structures which should be considered to possess high preservation value include those which display the architectural qualities mentioned above. Utilitarian comfort stations which are of a larger scale or an early example of the gable roofed, hollow tile form, or are situated in a significant park landscape should also be considered to have high preservation value. 



Department of Park & Recreation 2017
The mission of the Department of Parks and Recreation is to enhance the leisure lifestyle and quality 
of life for the people of O'ahu through active and passive recreational activities.

DEPARTMENT MOTTO: We add quality to life!
For the fiscal year, the Department of Parks and Recreation has approximately 750 regular employees 
and 1080 Personal Services Contract employees. The department's Operating Budget for the fiscal 
year is $75.9 million. The department manages nearly 300 named parks on over 5,100 acres of land.

BOARD OF PARKS AND RECREATION
There is an advisory Board of Parks and Recreation of nine members who are appointed by the 
Mayor and are confirmed by the City Council. The Board advises the Mayor, the City Council and the 
Director on matters relating to recreation and cultural activities and associated facilities.
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Preservation of Historic Parks

o Ala Moana Park
o Foster Botanical Garden
o Hale‘iwa Beach Park
o Honolulu Zoo Entry
o Irwin Memorial Park

o Kawananakoa Playground
o Kapi‘olani Park
o Mother Waldron Playground
o Thomas Square
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National or Hawai‘i Register of Historic Places:



Thomas Square
Special District Design Guidelines:

The surrounding district was designated a 
Special District “for the protection and 
enhancement of Thomas Square and the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts”
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Thomas Square
City Master Plan
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Thomas Square
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Thomas Square
HHF Comments on Master Plan:
o Supportive of efforts to restore, rehabilitate and maintain historic parks … provided that the 

improvements preserve historic features and any renovations are in harmony with the historic character
and significance. This generally means using a light touch, and not a wholesale redesign or rebuild.

o Include a section describing the intent and goals for historic preservation, including which elements are to 
be retained/preserved; which elements are to be rehabilitated and how; and which elements are to be 
removed.

o Evaluate proposals to determine the potential effect on historic properties. 

o HHF’s preliminary findings : ‘no effect’ from the King Street bike path; ‘no adverse effect’ for installing new 
irrigation/grass and undergrounding utilities; and an unknown effect from specialty paving and perimeter 
pathways, construct bathroom and café, design splash pad, and lighting the  banyans. These could be 
determined to have a ‘no adverse effect with conditions,’ if preservation guidelines and standards are 
followed, but would be ‘adverse’ if done poorly.
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Kapi‘olani Park

43

Original Entry, Honolulu Zoo
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Ala Moana Park
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Ala Moana Park
HHF Comments on Master Plan:

o include a specific description of the historic features and characteristics that contribute 
to the historic significance of the park as a whole. 

o An architectural inventory survey may need to be done… of a quality and contain 
enough information about each feature to provide an adequate basis for making historic 
preservation decisions. Assessment of historic integrity for the features, including 
materials, design, workmanship, location, setting, association and feeling

o include a discussion about the period of significance, and whether later additions to the 
park have attained historic significance in their own right, even if designed and built later 
than 1934 (the significant date listed in the historic register nomination form).
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Mother Waldron, Irwin, Walker Parks

49



50

Mother Waldron, Irwin, Walker Parks
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MAHALO!
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Landscape Architects
The husband and wife team of Catherine (Jones) Thompson and Robert Oliver Thompson became among the 
most prolific landscape architects in the late 1920s and 1930s.

Large specimen trees, open spaces, and the use of indigenous plants were the chief hallmarks of their work 
during this period.

Among their most notable interwar projects were the grounds for the C. Brewer Company’s new headquarters 
on Fort Street, Thomas Square, the Honolulu Academy of Arts, Washington Place, Irwin Park, Ala Moana Park 
and the grounds of the Honolulu Water Supply Pumping Stations in Makiki.

They also provided professional guidance to Doris Duke in her designs for Persian gardens at her 1930s home in 
Diamond Head. 
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Landscape Architects
Richard Tongg graduated with a degree in horticulture from the University of Hawaii. He also received a 
master’s degree in landscape architecture from the University of California at Berkeley.

Returning to the Territory of Hawaii in 1928, Tongg opened a plant nursery and began his own design practice. 
In 1935, as the Landscape Architect for the Territory of Hawaii, Tongg worked extensively on highway 
beautification. 

He also designed Hawaii exhibits at trade fairs and expositions on the mainland. Tongg began to incorporate 
naturalistic features into his garden designs that were influenced by Chinese and Japanese garden ideals, 
including unusual stones, winding pathways and pea-stone beds.

Among his legacies from this period included the palm tree dominated landscape of the Alexander and 
Baldwin Building on Bishop Street and the grounds of Honolulu Hale, Honolulu’s city hall. Other commissions 
included work on the Doris Duke estate of Shangri-La, the grounds of the Halekulani Hotel and the Gloria 
Baker house. 
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Landscape Architects
New Mexico native Harry Sims Bent also made significant contributions to the Territory’s landscapes. He 
came to Hawaii from California to work on the Honolulu Academy of Art and completed the work after 
architect Bertrand Goodhue’s death in 1924.

Shortly afterward, he became the designer for the C. Brewer Building, working closely with Catherine 
Thompson on the complex’s extensive gardens.

The architect to the Honolulu Parks Board in the late 1930s, Sims was responsible for many of the 
department’s designs from county parks through schools and governmental buildings. Bent was responsible 
for many of the Territory’s park structures as well, most famously the Art Deco-Modernistic bridges and 
gateway for Ala Moana Park and the Mother Waldren Playground of 1937. 

A similar modernism, blended with a respect for regional tradition, entered into his private commissions 
including his design for the Pineapple Research Institute at the University of Hawaii, beginning in 1931.
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Landscape Architects
Local boy George Walters returned to Hawaii in 1958 following a stint in the army and several years 
experience in the San Francisco Bay area. Educated at Roosevelt High School and at Berkeley, where he 
earned both architecture and landscape architecture degrees, George opened the office of G.S. Walters and 
Associates, recruiting his wife Juli , a cellist with the Honolulu Symphony, as a collaborator.

Walters’s work followed the new vocabulary of the “California Style,” relying on clean architectural forms and 
distinctive “hardscape” features.  A staunch defended of coconut palms at a time when many in the 
profession favored more recently introduced Manila palms (Veitchia merrillii), Walters utilized modular forms 
and introduced Asian themes into his work. 

Among his most notable projects were the roof garden for the Topa Financial Center of 1971, Queen Emma 
Gardens, Victoria Ward Offices, the Kona Airport, A‘ala park, the Blaisdell Center, the Princess Ruth Keelikolani
State Office Building on Punchbowl Street and the McCarthy Mall at the University of Hawaii.
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Landscape Architects
Washington State native James Hubbard began his career in Hawaii in 1960 as an employee of the University of 
Hawaii. Trained in “Home Economy” at the University of Washington — a precursor to the university’s landscape 
architecture program — he began a private practice in 1968.

His work relied on the use of plant materials to define spaces and employment of earth contouring and solid 
structures to create separate spaces.

Among his better known projects were designs for the grounds of the Bishop Museum, Foster Botanical Gardens 
and work for the Hawaii Botanical Gardens System. He also completed the landscape design for Queen Emma’s 
Summer Palace, Tamarind Square in downtown Honolulu, the Contemporary Museum Gardens and the Banyon
Court apartments, in addition to many private gardens.

His knowledge of horticulture was evident through his joint authorship, with Horace F. Clay and Rock Golt, of the 
classic reference volumes The Hawaiian Garden: Tropical Shrubs and The Hawaiian Garden: Tropical Exotics, 
published in 1977 and 1987.
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Landscape Architects
Landscape architect Paul Weissich was also a West Coast transplant to Hawaii. Trained at U.C. Berkeley, he 
worked in private practice for seven years until 1957 when he became Head of Planning and Construction 
for the City and County of Honolulu.

Working very much in the public arena, he headed the Beautification Division for the city, devoting his 
energies to the care and planting of street trees. Weissich introduced new efficiencies in maintenance, 
began a detailed inventory of trees and organized the Street Tree Council.

He also designed and supervised many city projects, including the installation of the outdoor seating area 
at the Waikiki Shell. He began the City and County Division of Botanical Gardens, working to help expand 
and protect the Foster Botanical Gardens and to bring the Waiawa Gardens into the county system. Koko 
Crater became part of the system as a result of his efforts. 
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